Partial translation of Japanese^SBfeS^^ffice Action issued on July 31, 2007 
in Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-353928 

• Claims 1-5 

• Cited References etc. 1-3 

• Remarks 

Cited reference 1 states that patent documents highly similar to the said 
patent document are retrieved by extracting a word, a priority date, an 
application date, or the like from the said patent document and that a chart 
is compiled by connecting documents which are included among the patent 
documents considered to be highly similar to the said patent document and 
between which reference relationship exists by a line segment (see 
paragraphs [0004], [0046], [0047], and Fig. 11). 

If the invention stated in cited reference 1 is compared with the invention 
according to claim 1, 

a "patent document" stated in cited reference 1 corresponds to an "object" 
stated in the invention according to claim 1, 

a "priority date" stated in cited reference 1 corresponds to a "feature 
element including time information" stated in the invention according to 
claim 1, and 

a "chart" stated in cited reference 1 corresponds to a "relation chart" 
stated in the invention according to claim 1. 

With the invention according to claim 1, an association line is generated 
"depending on a degree of relevancy". With the invention stated in cited 
reference 1, documents between which reference relationship exists are 
connected by a line segment. The invention according to claim 1 differs 
from the invention stated in cited reference 1 in this respect (difference 1). 
Furthermore, with the invention according to claim 1, an object is laid out 
along a "time axis". This is not stated in cited reference 1 (difference 2). 

The above differences 1 and 2 will be discussed. 

Difference 1 

Cited reference 2 states that a technical map is drawn by connecting 
nearly related nodes by a line (see Fig. 6). 

In order to compile a simple chart in the invention stated in cited 
reference 1, one skilled in the art can connect nearly related patent 
documents at his/her discretion by a line segment by referring to the 
technique stated in cited reference 2. 

Difference 2 

Cited reference 3 states that data records are arranged along a time axis 
(see Fig. 3). 

In order to compile a simple chart in the invention stated in cited 
reference 1, one skilled in the art can lay out patent documents along a time 



axis at his/her discretion by adopting the display format of arrangement 
along a time axis stated in cited reference 3. 

Accordingly, the invention according to claim 1 will readily occur to one 
skilled in the art in view of cited references 1-3. 
The same applies to claims 2-5. 
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